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FACT SHEET

REVISED RULE TO REDUCE TOXIC AIR EMISSIONS FROM SECONDARY

ALUMINUM PRODUCTION PLANTS

TODAY'SACTION.. .

e

The Environmenta Protection Agency (EPA) isamending its rule to reduce toxic air pollutants
from secondary duminum production plants. Secondary duminum plants recover duminum
from scrgp such as auminum beverage cans, car body parts, doors, siding and other auminum

scrap.

Aluminum die cagting, foundry, and extrusion fadilities areincluded in the air toxics rule for
secondary aduminum production plants, because they use secondary auminum furnaces and
other operations to remdt and reuse scrap duminum materid generated on-dte aswell as
defective duminum parts returned by customers.

A settlement agreement reached between the American Foundrymen's Society (AFS), two
other industry trade associations and EPA, together with another settlement agreement reached
with the Aluminum Association (AA) and EPA, requires the Agency to publish three
amendments to the promulgated rule.

Additiondly, EPA will withdraw a proposed stay of gpplicability of the existing air toxicsrule
for secondary duminum production facilities asit gpplies to duminum foundries, die cagting, and
extruson plants. Thewithdrawa aso announces that we do not intend to take any further
action with respect to an advance notice of proposed rulemaking in which we announced our
intention to remove duminum die casters and duminum foundries from the requirements to
reduce air toxics from secondary aluminum production factilities and promulgete a separate
requirement for duminum die cagters and foundries.

EPA isdsoissuing adirect fina rule amendment (and pardle proposd) to clarify certain
compliance dates contained in the origina rule. This action would aso defer the compliance
date for new affected sources a existing auminum die casting facilities, foundries and extruson
facilitiesthat are subject to the find rule.

EPA does not anticipate adverse comments on the direct find notice, however, if we receive
ggnificant adverse comments on these amendments, we will withdraw the section(s) of the
direct find rule which are adversdy commented on and carefully evaluate the comments before
taking any find action, under the pardld proposal.

Secondary auminum plants emit avariety of toxic ar pollutants. These air toxics vary by



facility and process operation but may include up to 11 hazardous metds (including antimony,
arsenic, lead, manganese, beryllium, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, mercury, nickd, and
selenium), organic compounds (including dioxins and furans, and polycyclic organic meatter),
and acid gases such as hydrogen chloride and chlorine. The hedlth effects associated with
exposure to these air toxics can include cancer, respiratory irritation, and damage to the
nervous system.

Today's proposed amendments would not change the hedlth and environmenta effects of the
rule, and they will not change the requirement that area sources and new and existing mgor
sources control air toxics emissions.

BACKGROUND

e

Under the Clean Air Act (CAA), EPA isrequired to regulate sources of 188 listed toxic air
pollutants. On July 16, 1992, EPA published alist of industria source categories that emit one
or more of these air toxics. For listed categories of "magor” sources (those that emit 10
tonslyear or more of alisted pollutant or 25 tonsyear or more of a combination of listed
pollutants), the Act requires EPA to develop standards that require the gpplication of stringent
air pollution reduction measures known as maximum achievable control technology (MACT).
The Clean Air Act dso requires EPA to regulate area sources where an area source finding has
been made due to the hedlth effects of certain air toxics. Area sources are defined as those
sources that emit hazardous air pollutants in quantities less than that of major sources.

Air toxics are released from preprocessing operations such as duminum scrap shredding,
thermd chip drying, scrap drying/decoating/del acquering, and furnace operations (i.e., melting,
holding, refining, fluxing, or dloying).

The exigting find rule for secondary duminum production plants was published in the Federal
Register on May 23, 2000. It is expected to reduce nationwide emissions of air toxics by
about 12,400 tons per year, areduction of nearly 70 percent from current levels.

WHAT THE AMENDMENTSWOULD DO

e

The mogt Sgnificant change will dlow duminum die cadting facilities, foundries, and extruders to
remet defective parts returned by their cusomers. Thisisin addition to duminum scrap
material generated and processed within afacility that duminum die cagting facilities, foundries
and extruders are dready dlowed to remelt without becoming subject to control requirements.
Severd definitions are changed by the proposed amendments to the rule to dlow for the
expansion of the ability to reuse in-house generated duminum scrap and parts.

The proposed amendments also provide for streamlined compliance and testing procedures.
This change would reduce the cost of demongtrating compliance while assuring thet dl rule
requirements are met. EPA isaso proposing severd other minor recordkeeping and reporting



changes. EPA estimates that these changes would reduce the tota compliance cost of the rule
by $1.5 million per year.

A direct find rule and a pardld proposd are dso included in this rulemaking package. This
action changes severd time sengtive compliance dates necessary for implementation of the
settlement agreements, though the overal compliance deadline remains March 23, 2002.

In the preamble of the fina rule for secondary duminum production plants, EPA dated that it
intended to re-evauate the control technology requirements and the economic impacts on small
businesses for duminum die cagters, foundries, and extruders. After promulgation severd
industry associations filed a petition for review of thefina rule and findized a settlement
agreement with EPA that resulted in a proposed stay of applicability of the rule with respect to
die cagters, foundries and extruders. EPA aso published an advance notice of proposed
rulemaking to begin developing an dternative rule for these indudtries.

Later industry petitioners and EPA findized a new settlement agreement that resulted in
auminum die cagters, foundries and extruders remaining subject to the current air toxicsrule for
secondary duminum production plants with amended emission control requirements for these
sources. With this new agreement in place the earlier proposed actions are no longer necessary
and, therefore, EPA will withdraw the proposed stay of applicability of the existing air toxics
rule for secondary duminum production facilities asit goplies to duminum foundries, die cadting,
and extrusion facilities and will take any further action with respect to an advance notice of
proposed rulemaking to develop a separate air toxic rule to control emissions from these
fadlities

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION...

e

Interested parties can download the rule from EPA's web site on the Internet under "recent
actions' a:  http://mwww.epagov/ttn/oarpg. For further information about today's rule, contact
Mr. John Schaefer of EPA's Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards at (919) 541-0296.

The EPA's Office of Air and Radiation's (OAR's) home page on the Internet contains awide
range of information on the air toxics program and many other ar pollution programs and
issues. The OAR's home page addressis. http://mww.epa.gov/oar.



